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BILINGUAL "MINI-SChOOL TUTORING PROJECT
A project with interstate coordination to provide

continuity in education to migrant children.
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BILINGUAL MINI-5;CHOOL TUTURINO PROJECT

A project with interstate coordination_
to provide continuity in -education.

to migrant children.

Program Y4ar One, Final Evaluation Report

July, 1974

rabton School District's URRD Project "Bill' '1
Mini- .school Tutoring Project" was initiate Feb. 1,
1074. This report represents the second progress
report on this program, covering program operations
through June 30, 1974.

The report is organized in four sections:

1. Description of the -Project

2. Findings on project evaluation objectives

3. Discussion of start-up year program .adjustments

4. Summary and Conclusions

Appendix: Letter from public school teacher
of one project child regarding
the value of the tutoring project

Report prepared by:

Beverly JcConnell,
Evaluator

I
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4

DEt-;CHIPTIW; OP EILINqUAL MINI-SCHOOL TUTORING PROJE:T

6
EDOCATI6NA110AIS

The Bilin6ual Mini-School Tutoring project isan early

childhood education program for thechildren of migrant and

seasonal far workers. It provides tutoring, usually outside

of re,-ular chool hours, to kindergarten and first grade children*.

The teaching is donerbyadult paraprofessionals who are them-

selves former migrants or seasonal farm workers. The focus o'

this tutoring is to develop the children's ability to understand

and use both SpaniA and English in oral communication, to give

bicultural instruction, and to reinforce the children's learning

of the basic academic skill's of reading and mathematics.

DELIVERY SYSTEM
The delivery system of this program is unique in-that it

attempts to provide this tutoring to migrant children in,their

home base in Texas (through other funding) as well as during

tho mi-rant season.in Washington state (using URRD funds).

The Location and periods of operation in Washington State

includes the funding school district, ,Rabton, Washington and

other sites where a cluster of children who were enrolled in the

program in Texas are now attending school in Washingtok.

%le program also offers service at two year round sites in

Washington state (Moses Lake and Connell). In this case children

of seasonal farm workers and migrant faMilies had been enrolled in

Mini Head Start, a bilingual preschool program. Children from

thispreschool program have graduated into classrooms all over the

City and j.n neighboring communities. This program brings the

children 'batik- together for supplementary tutoring outside

'Cne ser)(,nd ti,riado chIld-w 4160 enrolled.

-2-
6

a
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of school hours to continue dual langunge teachin, cultural

lessons,and reinforcement in basic academic areas attempting to

maintain the ;;gins these children made in a bilingual, bicultural

preschool.

tte
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Vindinv on Project Evaluation Objectives.'

1NSTITUTIONAI ObJE(AIVE )

1.1 COORDINATION AN!) ENROLIMENT OF CHILDREN

GOAL: Project administrative staff will arrange with the
schools of each,target school distriction in which Mini
Head Start children are enrolled in public school, and
with the children's families for a time and place f(r
children to receive tutorina, to supplement the regular
school program, as evidenced by reports of contacts
made with School officials and parents and enrollment
in regular tutoring for at least 80% of the eligible
children in each district.

FINDINGS:
A. Contact with school a

service area:

Service area

MOSES LAKE, WA.

CONNELL-MESA, WA.

TVABTON, WA.

FASCO, WA.

strative officials in each

School Administrative Contact-_;

Mr. Hendrick, Longview Elementary
Mr. Repozo, Garden heights Elem.
Mr. Ron Zieker and Mr. Don Ricks,
Nkdway Elementary,

Mr. Hackney, Mesa
Mr. Arnold, Connell Elementary

Mr. Milhoffpr, Supt.
Mr. Arno Johnson, Fed. Project
Officer.
Mr. Bill Leitgett, Principal

Mr. Les Domingos, Longfellow Elem.

CONCLUSION: This as ct of the objective was fully met.
Coordination with school administrators was carried out
*11 every service area.

. Contact with families of all eligible children (e.r:. (

graduates of Mini Head Start now attending public school)

-Service area Percent of families of eligible
children who were contacted about
enrolling their children

V ES LAKE0.WA.
- 100%

NNELL-MESA,"-WA. 100%
MABTON, WA. 100%
PASCO, WA. 100% .

. .

-1,-
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CONCLUSION: This'aspect.or the objective was fully met.
During the period or program operation the farr ily of every
eligible Mini Head Start graduate was contacted about enroll-
ment.

C.c-At least 80% of the children eligible for the school-agefl At

program will be enrolled in each service area.

ervice area

N4

MOAS LAKE, WA.

CONNELL-MESA, WA,

MABTON., WA.

Percent of eligible children
actually enrolled.

74% (25 out of 34 elizible)

58% (12 out of 21 eligible)

100% (2 out of 2 !(HS grads eligible)
(15 out of 15 other migrant
children recommended by
school district for service)

PASCO, WA. 100% (5 out of 5 r.HS grads eligible)

CONCLUSION: This objective of 80% or better enrollment was
met at two out of the four service areas. Out of a total of
77 children found eligible at the four service .areas combined,
59 were served -- a project-wide percentage of 77%.

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS:
To the evaluator, this Objective has been fully met and
exceeded, despite the technical difference of 77;70 of eligible
children enrolled rather than 80%. It was not anticipated
in this first year of operation that the number ,of children
eligible for the program would by as large as it turned out
to be. The funding and staff requestecranticipated service
to 40 to $0 children. The number of children actually
enrolled and served was 59.

*1.

As will be noted from the figure above,an unbsually'lare
number of children were erved at Moses Lake. This.was
made possible by the fact that the kindergarten children
were about evenly divided between morning and afternoon
sessions and it was possible for the school-agd tutorin,;
teacher to serve a'group of manageable size in the morning:,
another group of kindergarten children in the early afternoon,
and then serve the ten first grade children who enrolled
on an after school basis.

At Connell a maximum capacity of ten after-school group of
first grade children was served, but it was only possible
to serve two kindergarten children during the earlier part
of the day'.

The small number of only two Mini Head Start graduates
served in the Mabton program was much smaller than anticipated
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ror a reason that could not have been anticipated by they project.
In the past a great many children from Grulla have been
served by the 11abtO6 schools whose parents lived iin theUel
Monte camps near iatus. This year the Granger schdol dist.rict
discovered that about half the camps were in their dis:rict
rather than Mabton and the children were bussed to school
in Granger. Our committment was. to provide 4;ervice at
Mabton, and in one other service area in another part of
the state in this firt year of operation and this was
carried out. However the unfortunate result was that a
relatively small number of children from Grulla were servea
on a continuing basis.

-1
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PROCEDURAL OBJECTIVES /

2.1 USE OF 130TH SPANISH AND ENGLISH FOR INSTRUCTION

GOAL: Tutoring, teacher-trainees will teach,ehildren using
both :,vanish and English -following the plan for
alternating language use recommended to them by the
educational director, as verified by observation of
bilingual teaching made bythe trainers or educational

director at least twice during the period of the

proFram operation.
I

FINDINGS:

Teachers

MOSES LAKE, WA.
Delia Garibay
CONNELL-MESA, WA.
Margarita Perez
MABTON, WA.
Eloisa Garza
PASCO, WA.
Arthinda Rivera

*4%

Training held in Formal observations made
dual language and rated satisfactory
teaching methods

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Two observations-satisfactory

No formal observations made

No formal observations made.

Nb formal observations made

CONCLUSION: Children were taught using both Spanish and
English as documented by curriculum reports submitted weekly
indicating instructionin each language. All teachers were
trained in'specd.fic methods of dual language teaching by
the educational director, Mr. Rafael Guerra. However the
use of the formal observational'instrument on dual language
teaching was discontinued in March, 1974 .(for the reasons
cfiven below under "Interpretation of findings") so that
only one teacher was formally observed and this objective
was in that sense only partially met.

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS:
The observation instrument for dual language teaching
in use by the project until March, 1974 was tied to a concept
and language development curriculum in use up to that time.
Based on evaluation findings that this curriculum was not
powerfulenough to achieve the gains the project wanted,
a Search was undertaken for other curriculum materials
by the educational director. The DISTAR language cur-
rieu1Um was being taught bilingually in a project in East
LDS Vegas, New Mexico (who developed the Spanish version

44

-7-
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of these materials with prmission `f the author, Jean Gsborn)
and evalualion evidence from that project indicated it
was an extremely powerful curri*lum in developing both
languages and in teaching concepts (in both Enzlish and
Spanish). It was just beint; introduced at another program
in Uvalde, Texas so the educational director and two
trainers visited the Uvalde program and based on their
observation of these materials adopted it for use in the
Bilingual Mini-School Tutoring Project

A workshop was held during April to introduce the uce of this
curriculum to the teachers at the Moses Lake and Connell-Mesa
sites, who began using it shortly thereafter. Because the
mobile program was in transition (just getting set up in
Washington sites after the move from Texas) it was decided
to wait until a mid-summer lull to hold the workshop to
introduce the DISTAR Spanish and English language program
for the Texas-based teachers.

The dual language observation form was tied to the old
curriculum so no further use was made of this instrument
after t'e curriculum change in April.

1 2
-8-
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PROCEDURAL OBJECTIVES
$

2.2 TEACHING A MULTI-CULTURAL CURRICULUM
-

GOAL: Tutoring teacher-trainees will" give instruction in at
-least one lesson from the curriculum of bicultural
materials each month, as documented by reports of
curriculum materials taught to each ctiild submitted
to the project evaluator weekly.

FINDINGS:

.

Service area . Cultural curriculum materials taught
as reported on weekly reports submitted:
Feb. Mar. April May June

MOSES LAKE, WA. Yes Yes No Yes%.Yes'

CONNELL-MESA,WA. Yes Yes Yes Yes No

MABTON, WA. (program sta ted May) No No

PASCO, WA. (program starte ume) No

c,

CONCLUSION: This objective was partially met. -'

e

0

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS:
Despite some unevenness with which cultural.heritage lessons
were taught (a heavy emphasis in some months and none during.
one reported month at each of the two Washingtontermanent
sites) a rich-variety of cultural lessons was included. in
the program. A sample o'f lesson material follows:

CONNELL; Songs: El Barquito: Naranja Dulce; Limon Partid6;
Temprano, La Batalla

Stories:, Afuera; Capeructta Roja
Cultural events: Valentine's day party, Easter (arts

and crafts activities, and discussion)
Games: Simon Dice

MOSES LAKE: Songs: Temprano; Cielito Lindo; Alla en El
Rancho Grande; Di Borrequito; El Gallo
Fuerto; La Muhequita; Tengo una Muileca4
Manitas Arriba, La Golondrina;

Dances: La Bamba
Games: La Batalla del Calentamiento; Musical'

chairs using record "Juegos Infantijes
de Mexico"

Stories: "Papacito and his family" (about Mexican
family and how they greet each other,
cook their meals, dobshopping, etc.)
"Stories from Mexico" including
Sleepy Man; In Through the Winoow; The
little Slave Girl; The Chief of the
White Men. '

Artifacts: Examination and discussion of Mexican .

objects; including bark painting,'
a sarape, and dance costumes. '

3-9-
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ThecTull program offering, including cultural curriculum,
wa- not offered at ilibton or Pasco because of a gather
:hortage, beyond the program's control,-. Anticipating and
preparin,;,- for the school-age Ur(AD program, teacners were
recruited and trained in Texas4, Al the last moment,
however, two teachers had to ctay behind in Texas.(one
because of a death in the family, another because of an injury
to her husband which prevented, his working the crops this
year). This meant there was only one trained staff person
instead of the two planned for 4a..bton. That one teacher
attempted to teach 17 children by herself by placing them
in three groups ard 'working out a schedule rotating them so
that each group got the matrieading and handwritin:f each
day. There was not time, h wever, to also include the
lessons from the cultural curriculum.

Likewise the program at Pasco nearly had to be droppe'
because the teacher who had been trained for this site was
one who did not travel to Washington this year. It was
salvaged by persuading a trained teacher who had been
with the program earlier to come back. However she had
other work she was doing and could only teach on a part/tir.e
basis. She, too, limited lessons to the academic subjects.
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PhOLFDURAL'OFJPIVE

2.3 TEACHING MATH, NFADING, AND SPELLING

GOAL: Tutoring teacher-trainees will give instruction in the
cadomic t;killt: of reading, math and handwriting using
he Sullivan Reading, Singer ;,.ath, and Write a6b See

Handwriting series (or substitute materials approved
by the 'educational director). as documented by the reports
ofcurriculum materials taught to each child, submitted
to the porjedt evaluator weekly.

FINDINGS:

Service area Academic progress reports
submitted for each week of
program operation.

MOSES LAKE, WA. Yes *

'CONNELL-MESA, WA Yes *

MABTON, WA. Yes

FASCO, WA. Yes

* In scheduling the lesson. periods, kindergarten
children were available for a longer period of time tsan
after-school first grade children. Therefore a prozraM
decision was made to teach handwriting with the kinder-
-arten children if the time was long enough, but to drop this
as the "least needed" subject area for the first grade
children. The reports therfore do not indicate handwriting
lesson progress for all children; they do list weekly
progresS through read-in; and math materials at these
two sites.

In Mabton and Pasco the three academic areas were
taught and reported each week.

_ CONCLUSION: This objective was met in regards to math and
reading and partially met in regards to handwriting
instruction.

1
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5TUI)ENT OUJECTIVES

1.1 GAININ1 UNDERSTANDING IN FIRST AND SECOND LANWAGE

;OAL: At least 50' of project children ill show a 5 point ran
score gain on the Feabort Vocabulary test in both
their first and second language after each 100 days
cumulative attendance in the program.

FINDING
The program at 1abton only operated for 5 weeks daring this
evaluation period, and the one at Pasco operated for only
3 weeks. Therefore student, outcome data is not available
for any children at these sites for the present report..

In the Moses Lake and Connell sites, each with approximately
5 months of program operation during this evaluation T.erioc,
10 children passed a testing point representing a cumula-
tive attendance of 100 days since the last administration,
of the Peabody Picture Vocabulary test. These alttendance
days would in all cases have represented some attendance
in the'preschool program and some in the school-age
program under URRD. For these children the Ian:Nage
gains as measured by raw score point gain on the Peabody
Picture Vocabulary Test were as follows:

NUmber 10.

-' First language: Percent gaining 5 pts, or more - 100%
Average gain inthe child-is- primary language: 16.9 pts.
Second Language: Percent gaining 5 p&s. or nor -'30%
Average gain in the child's second language: 1.6 pts.

'CONCLU3ION: This objectiye was met for language groyth
in the child's primary language. It was not met for
language growth in the child's second language.

i
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STUDENT 056EUIVES

3.2 GAINING IN MATH.4Nb (JPELLING.

GOAL: At least 50i. of project children will have advanced ty
at least one month in grade equivalent level score for
each 20r d%ys cumulative attendance since their previous
test on the math and spelling sections of the Pide Range
Achievement test, administered individually in the child's
primary language.

FINDINqi:
Only pretests were taikn at the Mabton and Pasco centers,
so gain scores are not)available for this evaluation.

At the Moses Lake and Connell centers pretest::, were taken
in approximately Feb. or March, or within the fir:;t 2, -
day:: of the hild's entry into the pro-Tam. Retests were
taken the last of June or first week of July. Child
absences and a testiry error reduced the number of tests
available for analysis for this; evaluation. Test prw.edures
and forms worked out for the preschool children were:
used with the school-ae childrm. The answer forms had
a limited number of possible responses (appropriate to the
expectations of ability by the preschool children) but with
the school -age children a number of children "topped out"
-- answered so many questions correctly that the place
the questioner stopped wa,s short of the instructions to "con-
tinue until this child misses 12 consecutive words" etc.
When the testing error was discovered, children were
retested using the standard test form and appropriate
procedures, but because of temporary absences for family
vacations, etc. retests could not be obtained for a nlmter
of children, and no tests were used if any validity question
existed.

MATH

N = 15 - (children for whom valid pre and post tests were
available)

Percentage of children who gained at least one month in
their grade equivalent score for each 20 days cumulative
attendance in the program. 87% (-13 out of 15)

,SPELLING

N = 10 (children for whom valid pre and post tests were
available)

Percentage of children who gained at least one month-in
their grade equivalent score for each 2 0 days cumulative
attendance in the program. 60% (6 out of 10)

CONCLUSION: This objective was met and exceeded.

_13-
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J
INTERFRETIV.ION OF FINDING>:

Dos dte the small number of children in the sample reported
this first year evaluation, thg progress in the
ademicsubjects does appear to be Temarkaole. aro

Mathematics the children are averaging a gain of 3 R.,,,,,ntY.s
n grade equivalent .standing for each 20 days attendar.,:e.

In sp011ing the gain averages 1.5 rnbnths for each 1 month
(20;days cumulative attendance.) ,- .

. 0.
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. STUDENT 011,11 rTIVES

3.3' CH1LDRE;N RATED !;ATISFACTORY ON CULTURAL LESSONS

10AIs At least 75f. of project children will Deceive a .

performance ralinp; of satisfactory for one or more ,

cultural heritage lessons (i.e. sdngs, finger plays,
educational games, stories about fathily traditionpeor
traditional holidays, dances etc.) for each four.ksks
of enrollment in the program, as evidenced by the
Performance record of cultural heritage lessons kept
in each child's folder on a cumulative basis and
examined by the evaluator for each evaluation report.

FINDINGS:

Data is not available to evaluate this objective.

As detailed earlier Pn this report -a wide variety of
cultural heritage less.onswgre tauglit in'the centers at:
roses Lake and at Connell; but an evaluation of the
performance or mastery by indiviaual, children orthis

v.. * material was.not,implemented'as planned. '
o

r. w W
CONCLUSION: This objective was not met.

r
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SOME PROGRAM ADJUSTMENTS IN THE START-UP YEAR.

A number of unforeseen and.'changing circumstances requiredN

adjustment bythe program during.. this first start-up year.

Some of these are indicated belowt

SCHEDULING: We did not know how parents or children would

react to tutoring after school -- would it make it "too long

a day?" The after-school program for first graders seems to be

working well. Only one child'was withdrawn because the parent

felt..it made "too long a day". The Children have been eager and

enthus'iastic. The format is apparantl enough different from

school that it refreshens Aheir intere

The period of time the children can be in the program

()an after school basis has been about an hour and a half.

This has also been about the maximum we have been able to

have the children on a released time basis from Qther

programs. A program-adjustment was therefore made eliminating

one,academic area -- handwriting, in a shortened program.

This leaves a lesson period in re ding, and er in math, and

another, in language (alternating language use). Including the

Cultural curriculum material has periodically replaced one of

academic areas (usually language) or has been an activity

planned and carried out in the independent activity time

between academic lesson per'ods.

Because of the concentration of children in need of

service during a short period of the day (after school) the

program has experimented with part-time employees. A problem

is that a fairly'sophisticated training program is necessary for

-16-
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teachers (meaning our paraprofessiona1 staff) to handle our

curriculum and teaching methods. When we had staff quit it

created a seriouo problem of liro!Tam continuityThecause of

the lack of a ready substitute, and the need to train anyone

new. To overcome this it is planned to train back-up staff neXt

winter. The mobile program is also planning to experiment with

"overtime" teaching -- using the trained staff who wo k with

the preschool children who will then serve an additional

group of school age children in late afternoon on an overtime

basis. This "piggy-back".plan would have the advantage of

allowing us to pick up more childre ith trained staff when

there are too few school-age children in an area to warrant

a full-time teacher.

DF7ELCFr.ENT OF NEW MATERIALS: In the preschool program any new

child generally, .started in the academic materials at the beginning

level. We found it has taken us time to work out the tests and
;

procedures for placement of the school-age children, and that some

inefficiency of learning has, taken place from children being

given work too easy for them. We had planned evaluation of

"rate of progress" through the materials (we have worked out

a grid of "levels" enabling us to track progress); but did'

not report this becre in Many cases what appeared to be

lightning progress was children being misplaced initially'

and the results would tie misleading. Progress has been made in

working out both the instruments and procedures to improve

placement.

Much time has been used during t

seeking programmed' (and demonstrably effective) language

s start-up year in

development materials. The language development materials
0
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we had were not programmO, and required, too much teacher prepara-
.

lion time to work with effectively in a group representing the

L. spread of ability among the school-,a 8e children. Having selected

a new curriculum, half the enters are now into these materials.

Some implementation and reportin;:problems remain to be worked

out: how to switch between langua7es; developing an achievement

test instrument to go with the 4anfsh materials; and developing

training units for the skil;s involved in handling these new

materials. The second year of program operation will see this

aspect of the program fully implemented.

The cultural curriculum materials were available from

MHS developed in previous years. However the means of evaluating

mastery of,these materials had not been developed or put into

use as called for in the evaluation plan so full implementation

of this aspect of the program will await the second year of

operation.

Although there are "in-book" tests or the teacher to use,

in judging mastery, there appeared to be a need for an

independent assessment of mastery to aid the teacher in

isolating particular concepts or skills the children had not

learned sufficiently their first time through. During

this operating period mastery achievement tests were developed

for 'both math and reading and the forms and procedures worked

out to begin cycling mastery testing for feedback to the

teachers. Getting this system working efficiently has been

only partly achieved with the two permanent sites, and has

not yet been started in the mobile sites.

2
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSiONG

Despite the 'problems of initilitim; a pl.6gram totally uniTle

in many aspects, some solid .accomplishments have been made

in the first prog-ram year.

%1,
The total number of children served exceeded original

estimate.

An outstanding job of coordination has taken place with

the school administrators in each service area, and with parents

of children and with the public school teachers of the individual

children enrolled for this tutoring. A letter from the regular

teacher of one of the children enrolled at Connell as td the

value of the service being offered is attached as an appendix.

The program has also coordinated with Title I personnel

and with other service programs for migrants in the area.

Although there are relatively few children included in

the evaluation of first year progress, base-line data has been

accumulated on all participants, and those who have "beeri served

for three to five months were increasing in their grade-

equivalent scores by about three months for every month of

program participation in math, and about one and a half months

gain for each Month of program parti"Cipation in spelling.

The program met and exceeded its gbals in language gains in

the children's primary language, but'it falled to achieve the

second language gains it established as a goals however, a

curriculum change is already being made which should improve the

program effectiveness in the second year of operation.

2;;
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APPENDIX A

June 23, 1974

Mrs. J. Enriquez
Mini Head Start
Connell, Wash.

Dear Mrs. Enriquez,

I want to thank you for letting Steph Martine
take part and continue in Mini-Head Star .

Stephen is very young for his age nd has an oral
language problem, (Spanish-English) plus, he had sight
deficiency problem at the beginning of the year. Stephen
really had to struggle in the ordinary classroom.
Mini-Head Start helped Stephen alot and immediately I could
see a big change in his attitude and in his Reading and
Arithmetic. He felt very successful and loved to go
to the program. The special attention and manipulation
skills that he learned at Mini-Head Start helped him
tremendously. I was very impressed that all the
children liked Mini-Head Start very much and that it
helped them gain confidence improved their academic's
and ,social roles in school by giving them more confidence.

Thank you for letting Stephen Martinez take part.

\.- Sincerely,
Dolores Candahedo
2nd Grade Teacher
Mesa Elementary

24
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